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RUNE STUBAGER  
Professor of political science
Mobile: +45 2869 3532
E-mail: stubager@ps.au.dk

Stubager is a leading researcher on Danish parliamentary elections.  
 
He co-heads the Danish National Election Study, which has provided 
data and analyses on all Danish parliamentary elections since 1971.  
 
He has extensive knowledge about Danish politics, the voters, the par-
ties, the electoral system, government formation and the strength and 
weaknesses of Danish coalition governments.  
 
Stubager has co-authored a book on the 2019 election as well as an 
English-language book on Danish voter behaviour over the 1971-
2019 period. In this book, he describes the changing voter behaviour, 
including how Danish voters have become less loyal to parties, less 
trusting in politicians and increasingly polarised both socially and 
geographically (although still clearly less so than in other countries). 

Stubager’s most recent research focuses on class consciousness, which 
still exists despite the welfare state and high level of equality in Denmark. 

In the upcoming election, Stubager will be paying attention to voter 
behaviour driven by sympathies for social groups, including social 
classes, and urban and rural voters. He will also look into the impor-
tance of voter trust in politicians in light of the so-called mink scandal.

https://pure.au.dk/portal/en/persons/rune-stubager(a4304f9c-b7dc-4766-8fdb-9d1fd3be25a3).html
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HELENE HELBOE PEDERSEN  
Professor of political science 
Mobile: +45 5129 6674
E-mail: helene@ps.au.dk

Pedersen’s research focuses on political parties and politicians.  
 
Her research interests include intra-party politics, coalition forma-
tion, party discipline and political representation.

Pedersen leads a research project on changing styles of representation, 
RepStyle, which investigates personalization of legislative behaviour 
among Danish and British politicians. She is also engaged in a research 
project funded by the Danish arliament investigating the use of  
administrative authorization in Danish legislation.

In the 2019 election, Pedersen will pay attention to intra-party battles 
between competing candidates running for the same party and to par-
ties’ position taking important for the following coalition formation 
process.

https://pure.au.dk/portal/da/persons/helene-helboe-pedersen(411d655c-aabc-4a4a-93a8-2a45fbb7e0d9).html
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JØRGEN ELKLIT  
Professor Emeritus of political science 
Mobile: +46 730 711 961
E-mail: elklit@ps.au.dk

Elklit’s research focuses on Danish elections, the development of  
electoral systems and election administration. 

He has been an advisor to the Danish Parliament and the electoral 
authorities on electoral system and administration issues, and he has 
recently co-authored a book about the Danish parliamentary election 
law and best practices for administering the law. 

For several decades, Professor Elklit has also been consulting and 
advising on democratisation and development of electoral systems 
abroad, particularly in emerging democracies. The list of countries 
where he has been active includes South Africa, Kenya, Lesotho, Tan-
zania, Afghanistan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Nepal and China. 

Elklit has been involved in an international research project conclud-
ing that Denmark is consistently either the top performer or the run-
ner-up when comparing election administration and election conduct 
around the world.

Professor Elklit now lives in Sweden.

https://pure.au.dk/portal/en/elklit@ps.au.dk
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RASMUS BRUN PEDERSEN  
Associate Professor of political science  
(international relations) 
Mobile: +45 2085 6551 
E-mail: brun@ps.au.dk

Pedersen is an expert on Danish foreign and security politics, EU poli-
tics and diplomacy. 

His research focuses on European policy in Denmark (including Danish 
opt-outs from EU cooperation) and the country’s relation to the USA. 

He has conducted research on Denmark’s global engagement, e.g. in 
military interventions. He can provide insights into intra-party battles 
between the political parties on foreign and security policy, defence 
policy, the EU, Denmark’s relations to other countries and Danish 
responses to the international security situation.

https://pure.au.dk/portal/en/persons/rasmus-brun-pedersen(595c1bfa-9719-468a-a34b-ea14fc2bbb23).html
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MICHAEL BANG PETERSEN 
Professor of political science 
Mobile: +45 2077 5944
E-mail: michael@ps.au.dk
Twitter: @M_B_Petersen

Petersen’s research focuses on the psychological underpinnings of 
political attitudes and behaviour and explains differences in how these 
attitudes and behaviour currently develop across Europe and the 
United States. 

His research interests include trust in the political system, the man-
agement of the COVID-19 pandemic, hostility and misinformation on 
social media, and attitudes towards immigration, redistribution and 
criminal justice. 

Petersen directs several major research projects and has advised the 
Danish government as well as other Danish and international authori-
ties during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

In the 2022 election, Petersen will pay particular attention to the role 
of misinformation, political polarisation and indications of reduced 
trust in the political system. As Petersen’s research relies on compar-
isons of developments in Denmark, Europe and the United States, 
Petersen can put the Danish election into an international perspective. 

https://pure.au.dk/portal/en/persons/michael-bang-petersen(7998cc16-75d5-4065-8b6e-395d73e22151).html
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